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IRPP Releases Study on North American Relations as 
Backgrounder to Canada-US-Mexico Meeting 

 
Montreal – In light of the recently released report by the Independent Task Force on the 
Future of North America and with Wednesday’s meeting between US President Bush, 
Canadian Prime Minister Martin and Mexican President Fox expected to kick-start a 
NAFTA-plus process, the Institute for Research on Public Policy (IRPP.org) is today 
releasing the introductory chapter to Thinking North America, the second volume in The 
Art of the State series.  
 
Written by Thomas J. Courchene (Queen’s University economist and IRPP Senior 
Scholar), the chapter is an overview of all eight contributions in the series, which together 
provide a comprehensive examination of the multifaceted challenges and opportunities 
presented by North American integration. Some of the issues he looks at include the 
following: 
 
• A Treaty for North America looks at Daniel Schwanen’s proposed treaty, a far-

reaching vision for the evolution of North America that proposes to enhance existing 
mutually beneficial linkages between the three countries.  

 
• North-South Integration describes the dramatic increase in post-FTA Canada-US 

trade and reviews some of the implications, such as the shift from an east-west trading 
axis to a series of north-south trading axes. 

 
• Challenges Arising from the Operations of NAFTA focuses on the challenges and 

opportunities emerging from Canada-US trade, such as border security concerns, 
regulatory differences and NAFTA’s institutional weaknesses. 

 
• Toward a New Accommodation with the United States: The ‘Big Idea’ Movement 

reviews proposals for broadening and deepening NAFTA based on a comprehensive 
approach. 

 
• NAFTA and Political Deepening weighs in on the debate over economic integration 

and sovereignty. 
 
• Does NAFTA Deepening require a North American Citizenship Regime? focuses 

on the vision of forging a North American “community.” 
 



• Giving ‘Direct Effect’ to NAFTA examines the concept of direct effect as a means to 
extend North American integration beyond the trade dimension and more significantly, 
beyond the current reality, where NAFTA is “owned” by Washington, Ottawa and 
Mexico City. 

 
• Pluralism,  Subsidiarity and NAFTA: Creating a Community of North Americans 

from the Bottom Up diverges from the mainstream “top down” arguments for 
deepening NAFTA and/or North American integration and instead looks at proposals 
such as bringing subnational governments formally under the NAFTA umbrella and 
encouraging more private and public cross-border linkages. 

 
• NAFTA and the Environment addresses issues ranging from whether NAFTA is 

creating pollution havens or overseeing environmental “races to the bottom,” to 
whether the environmental institutions associated with NAFTA are sufficiently robust to 
become a platform for a North American environmental-management regime.  

 
• NAFTA and Global Trends considers prospects for NAFTA in the context of the 

broader multilateral trade environment. 
 
The overview chapter is available on-line in Adobe (.pdf) format on the Institute’s Web site, 
at www.irpp.org/books/archive/AOTS2/folio_1_printable.pdf. Please use the password 
(aots21) when prompted. 
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For more information or to request an interview, please contact the IRPP. 
 
To receive IRPP media advisories and news releases via e-mail, please subscribe to the 
IRPP e-distribution service by visiting the IRPP Web site, at www.irpp.org. 
 
Founded in 1972, the IRPP is an independent, national, nonprofit organization based in 
Montreal. 
 
Contact: 
 
Jasmine Sharma (jsharma@irpp.org) 
Director of Communications and Public Relations (IRPP.org) 
Office: (514) 985-2461, ext. 324, or cellular: (514) 235-8308 
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