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NEWS RELEASE

IRPP Study Concludes that Canada’s Military Is Well
Placed to Push Canadian Interests in NORTHCOM

Montreal – The Institute for Research on Public Policy (IRPP.org) today released “Four U.S.
Military Commands: NORTHCOM, NORAD, SPACECOM, STRATCOM − The Canadian
Opportunity.” This study by Joseph T. Jockel concludes that Canada’s military is well
positioned to pursue the country’s interests in American homeland defence, whether it is
under NORTHCOM or some other command entity.

The author argues that the present situation is reminiscent of the early 1950s. “Then, too, the
Canadian military sent a planning group to work with the new command. The result was the
creation of NORAD in 1957. NORTHCOM and NORAD undoubtedly will take new forms in the
not so distant future, and these forms will certainly include the Canadian military,” notes
Jockel.

But, he cautions, this privileged position will wane if Ottawa refuses to involve Canada’s
military in the US missile defence system. This matter is unresolved and has been left for the
incoming Martin government to deal with.

The author maintains Canada should commit itself to missile defence. “Even if heightened air
defences will no longer be necessary to deal with highjacked aircraft, there may be
substantive new investment in air defences against another threat, namely low technology,
land-attack cruise missiles, especially those which might be acquired by terrorists or rogue
states,” argues Jockel.

“Four U.S. Military Commands: NORTHCOM, NORAD, SPACECOM, STRATCOM − The
Canadian Opportunity”  is the latest study to be released in the IRPP’s Working Paper Series
and is part of the National Security and Military Interoperability research initiative. It is now
available on-line in Adobe (.pdf) format on the Institute’s Web site (www.irpp.org).  Please find
the summary attached.

For more information or to request an interview, please contact the IRPP.

To receive IRPP media advisories and news releases via E-mail, please subscribe to the
IRPP E-distribution service by visiting the IRPP Web site (www.irpp.org).



Founded in 1972, the IRPP is an independent, national, nonprofit organization whose mission
is to improve public policy in Canada by generating research, providing insight and sparking
debate that will contribute to the public policy decision-making process and strengthen the
quality of the public policy decisions made by governments, citizens, institutions and
organizations.

- 30 -

Contact:

Jasmine Sharma (jsharma@irpp.org)
Director of Communications and Public Relations
IRPP.org
(514) 985-2461


